
          December 22nd, 2017 
 
 
Dear Sir or Madam: 
 

My name is Aparna Nancherla, and I am writing this letter in support of Katie-Ellen Humphries 
who is petitioning for an O-1 Visa in the US. 
 

I am an actress, writer and comedic performer living in New York City. I have been performing 
since 2012 and have appeared on numerous TV shows including HBO’s “Crashing,” Netflix’s “Master of 
None” and “Love,” TV Land’s “The Jim Gaffigan Show,” and Comedy Central’s “Inside Amy Schumer.” 
As a writer, I have worked on “Totally Biased with W. Kamau Bell” and “Your Main Thing.” More 
recently, I have written for NBC’s "Late Show with Seth Myers” where I have been a contributing writer 
for over 30 episodes. I currently host the long-running popular comedy show, “Whiplash” at the Upright 
Citizens Brigade Theater in Manhattan. Rolling Stone has named me one of “The 50 Funniest People 
Right Now” and Paste Magazine has featured me as one of the “25 Best Comedians of 2016.” 
 

In addition to working on television, I also have performed at many comedy festivals including 
the Just For Laughs Festival. Just for Laughs is a comedy festival held each July in Montreal, Canada. 
Founded in 1983, it has become the largest international comedy festival in the world and has helped 
launch the career of the most notable comedians in the industry including Dave Chappelle and Jon 
Stewart. I got to know Katie-Ellen when she opened for me at the Just For Laughs NorthWest festival in 
Vancouver, a festival under the umbrella of the “Just For Laughs” brand, earlier this year. When I saw 
Katie-Ellen perform, I was immediately struck by her talent. The audience was amazed by her hilarious 
performance. She has the ability to stand out and to blend in, to lead and to follow, to be theatrically 
grounded and wacky in the best way. She’s a crowd favorite and has been a staple in the standup and 
sketch comedy scenes since the start of her career. 
 

More than being a wonderful performer, Katie-Ellen is also an exceptional comedy writer. She 
has written for shows on CBC, APTN, Shaw TV, and Corus and spearheads comedy shows like “The 
Debaters” and “Morgan Brayton & Other People.” Her comedy work has appeared in festivals around the 
country, including the prestigious All Jane Comedy Festival and Blue Bridge Comedy Festival. Katie-
Ellen Humphries is a vital member of the comedy and television scene. I’ve collaborated with many top 
performers during my time in this industry, including Seth Myers, Conan O’Brian, and Aziz Ansari, and 
Katie-Ellen is among the best. Her writing is unique and razor sharp. Her experience and intellectual 
voice inspire those around her. And her sense of story is profound. It would be a huge loss for the U.S. if 
she wasn’t allowed to work here and contribute to the country. I ask that you approve Katie-Ellen’s O-1 
Visa. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Aparna Nancherla 


